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Zone/Area Definition 

Infected Zone (IZ) Zone that immediately surrounds an Infected Premises. 

Buffer Zone (BZ) Zone that immediately surrounds an Infected Zone or a Contact Premises. 

Control Area (CA) Consists of an Infected Zone and a Buffer Zone. 

Surveillance Zone (SZ) Zone outside and along the border of a Control Area. The Surveillance Zone is 
part of the Free Area. 

Free Area (FA) Area not included in any Control Area. Includes the Surveillance Zone. 

 

 

In the Infected Zone (which is 
part of the Control Area), there 
are movement controls and 
surveillance activities. Infected 
Premises are quarantined. 

In the Buffer Zone (which is part 
of the Control Area), there are 
movement controls and 
surveillance activities. 

In the Surveillance Zone (which 
is part of the Free Area), 
targeted poultry surveillance may 
be conducted (i.e. commercial 
premises). 

In the Free Area (which includes 
the Surveillance Zone), routine 
or program surveillance may 
occur (i.e. NPIP and wild birds). 

Infected Zone Buffer Zone Surveillance Zone 

+ = Control Area + = Free Area 
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Infected, Contact, and Suspect Premises are subject to individual premises quarantines.  

At-Risk and Monitored Premises are subject to movement control restrictions. 

Summary of Premises Designations 

Premises Definition Zone 

Infected 
Premises (IP) 

Premises where a presumptive positive case or confirmed 
positive case exists based on laboratory results, 
compatible clinical signs, HPAI case definition, and 
international standards. 

Infected Zone 

Contact 
Premises (CP) 

Premises with susceptible animals that may have been 
exposed to HPAI, either directly or indirectly, including but 
not limited to exposure to animals, animal products, 
fomites, or people from Infected Premises. 

Infected Zone, 
Buffer Zone 

Suspect 
Premises (SP) 

Premises under investigation due to the presence of 
susceptible animals reported to have clinical signs 
compatible with HPAI. This is intended to be a short-term 
premises designation. 

Infected Zone, 
Buffer Zone, 
Surveillance Zone, 
Vaccination Zone 

At-Risk 
Premises 
(ARP) 

Premises that have susceptible animals, but none of 
those susceptible animals have clinical signs compatible 
with HPAI. Premises objectively demonstrates that it is 
not an Infected Premises, Contact Premises, or Suspect 
Premises. At-Risk Premises may seek to move 
susceptible animals or products within the Control Area by 
permit. Only At-Risk Premises are eligible to become 
Monitored Premises. 

Infected Zone, 
Buffer Zone 

Monitored 
Premises 
(MP)1 

Premises objectively demonstrates that it is not an 
Infected Premises, Contact Premises, or Suspect 
Premises. Only At-Risk Premises are eligible to become 
Monitored Premises. Monitored Premises meet a set of 
defined criteria in seeking to move susceptible animals or 
products out of the Control Area by permit. 

Infected Zone, 
Buffer Zone 

Free Premises 
(FP) 

Premises outside of a Control Area and not a Contact or 
Suspect Premises. 

Surveillance Zone, 
Free Area 

 

Summary of Zone and Area Designations 

Zone/Area Definition 

Infected Zone (IZ) Zone that immediately surrounds an Infected Premises. 

Buffer Zone (BZ) Zone that immediately surrounds an Infected Zone or a 
Contact Premises. 

Control Area (CA) Consists of an Infected Zone and a Buffer Zone. 

Surveillance Zone 
(SZ) 

Zone outside and along the border of a Control Area. The 
Surveillance Zone is part of the Free Area. 

Free Area (FA) Area not included in any Control Area. Includes the 
Surveillance Zone. 

Example Zones, Areas, and Premises 
                            Premises                                                        Zones and Areas 

Note: Figures are not to scale. 

In an HPAI outbreak, the Incident Commander will work with the Operations 
Section and Planning Section to determine the appropriate designations. 

                                                                 
1 The Secure Poultry Supply sets out the “defined criteria” for Monitored Premises for this type of movement during an HPAI outbreak. 
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